Growing and Learning Stages for the  Puppy

Puppies have growing stages just as our own children do. Their physical and mental growth can be charted and compared to an average, and this knowledge can help us to provide them with an optimal  environment to help and encourage  them to end up the very best they can become..

The first two weeks is the entry into the world and a fast growth period.  The pups are blind and deaf, but can smell. They benefit from handling and stimulation. 

The transition period is from 2 – 3 weeks.   In this time they hear sound ( about 19 days) and the first teeth erupt (about 20 days).Their eyes start to open at 10 days and by 4 weeks they focus and recognize mother and people.  The fear response starts in the third week and gradually increases along  with their growing awareness, and usually peaks about 9 weeks. 

The socialization period is from 3 – 14 weeks old.  If the pups get two twenty minute periods with human contact  each week, they will have adequate social attachments to people. Their  socialization with dogs  is not completed until after the third month. They need to learn dog talk and their dog sign language, and the inhibition to bite ( soft mouth)  is through interaction with their litter mates. Without litter mates, they do not acquire this inhibition. In Europe, they pick their pups at 10 weeks old. They believe that what they look at when the pup is ten weeks old is what they will look like when grown. You can see the psychological and the physical attributes at 10  weeks that they will have when grown up.  At this   time pups should have obstacles to climb over and  things to chase and catch, stairs to climb  and new shapes and   objects to investigate. They  should be exposed to noises of all kinds and have exposure to unfamiliar surroundings. .  They need to meet strangers and children. They should know how to hold still for grooming and walk on a leash.  Housebreaking can be  accomplished.  They need several hours of sunshine each day. ( vitamin D is needed for the assimulation of calcium and other minerals used in bone formation and growth.)

The juvenile period is from 12 – 32 weeks old. They grow very fast through this stage. The pup begins to grow up and develop long legs, the hind quarters grow faster then the forequarters and the skull lengthens out and the forehead is too short. The ears usually go up along with the change in teeth about the fourth month.. The teeth change from milk teeth ( 32) to permanent (42). They consist of  (on each side  from front to back) 3 incissors up, 3 incissors down, 1 canine up and 1 canine down, 4 premolars up and 4 down, 2 molars up and 3 molars down.  Socialization continues throughout this period. 

The maturation period (puberty) is  about the ninth month. The yearling is almost full grown, but the inner development is not complete.  The closing stages   is about the end of the second year.  Socialization continues  throughout the dogs life time.  

An associate of v Stephanitz, Herr Kulbs, did a series of experiments and has concluded that exercise has  a great influence on growth and development of the dog.  He found that the dogs that were regularly exercised ( trotted) for 3 – 4 hours a day were leaner in weight then the dogs that were confined in a kennel or house without activity. Their heart, liver, lungs, kidneys and muscles were heavier and had less fatty accretions in the heart and less glycogens in the liver. The bones of the working dogs were rich in red marrow and had  a favorable influence on the process of metabolism.   However, before one year old, the bones and ligaments of the joints are soft and should not be extended by regular climbing and jumping.  The salts are necessary in dog food to provide the correct building blocks for the bones.  Calcium chloride, Calcium Hypophosphate, and cod liver oil were recommended ( and still seems like good advice)   Another thing he recommended is for tartar on the teeth, put salt or baking soda in the drinking water ( 1 teaspoon to 2 pints of water) 

